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A W 0 R K I N PR· 0 : GRESS 

WAYNE WINDHAM, AIA 

A r c h.it ect 

' 
veryone who worked on this 

waterfront project will agree: 

There are not enough adjec­

tives to describe its beauty, 

grandness, and uniqueness. It 

has n:uly- been, and continues 

to be, a work in progress. 
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DEBBIE KELLEY, IIDA 

GREGORY VAUGHAN 

Int e rior D es ign 

The design process began eight years ago 

when a couple approached architect 

Wayne Windham, AIA, about building 

their dream vacation home. What began 

as a typical size home by Hilton Head 

Island standards, grew in square footage 

as the owners' wish list grew. "They 
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wanted something dramatic,,, says 

Windham, "since the home takes up three 

lots and is located off the lntracoastal 

Waterway along the Wexford Waterway 

System. At one point, we just set up the 

drawing boards on site. It sort of took on 

a life of its own. ,, 

Windham says he is used to designing large 

homes for the area, but the average size i 

generally in the 5,000-square-feet range. 

'·At that time, this house--at 19,000 

square feet- -was the largest my firm had 

tackled. Now, however, we're doing homes 

as large and larger.,, 

As the scope of the project increased, the 

challenge became meeting the stringent 

guidelines and regulations set forth by the 

Wexford Plantation community, a gated 

development on Hilton Head Island. The 

design process itself took almost a year. 

, .. Ow· goal was to get a much house as 

po sible on a restricted site," ays Windham. 

"But we had to present detailed plans to the 

architectural review board, and meet 
Tlvo stories of outdoor eating aud rela:t:ing areas adorn lite West e.1:posure 

side of this impressive home. 

Overlooking the We.1.ford Waterw<~r s..rstem, the ltome ~'J e:i-teriorfeatures 2,000 square feet of porches and st;yling that hints of Brilisft Colonial. (left). 

The architect-designed pool, with. cascading wate1fall and Mediterranean s~yle lmulscapiug (below}, is a stunning complement to the home's e.1:teri01: 



Decorative columns and two "Gone With the Wind" S(J'le staircases greet guests as t!tex step inside 
the foxer oufo the Italian travertine j7001: 

pecifi h ight re t:ri tion and t-ba k 

r quir ment . " 

Builder Dan Lawr nee of Lawren e Con-

truction (a divi ion of Cambrido- Buildino­

Corporation) beo-an tl1 buiJclino- proces in 

1996. Th hou called for t.rpical con rete 

block and footino-s, as well a wood frame 

con !:ruction. However that i "here its 

re rnblan e to the oth r l r je t end . 

'Thi pla was an artisan delio-ht,' ay 

awren e. " \Y/ had to h ir many different 

ma ter craft men to " ork on the home 

and there was more milhvork in thi home 

than I have ever seen in my areer. The 

fin e deta ilincr m ant that ea h room wa 

treated like a I roj ect unto it elf. Ea h 

room required its different type of 

materia l an I craft man hip . Many k ind 
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of " ood wer u eel: butternut walnut 

cherry, mahogan.', and oak. It wa com­

plicated, but with th enthusia m and 

A massive chaudelier b.r 
Art de ltfe:1:ico, a 

beautiful(y painted dom e 

ceiling, and Baroque-s~yle 

benches with gold leaf 

accents set the lone in the 

f o.rer f or the e:tperieuce 
that awaits. 

quality of ~ orker involved, the hou 

turned out to be a showpiece.' 

A year and a half later, the ti:aditiona l 

Briti h Colonial man ion was nearl y 

com1 lete. The original owner , how ver 

w r unable to r alize th ir dream 

I roject. Anoth r fam ily, who had already 

purcha ed a home on the i land quick ly 

moved to ell it when they rea lized thi 

horn wa on th · mark t and tepped in to 

ov rsee the ma terpie e' fini shing touche . 

The owner , an inve tment banker and a 

Ph.D . in finan wan ted a horn wh re 

their tlu·ee chool-age children and other 

farnily member coul I njoy chool break 

and wnm r va ation . ince they ah·eady 

own cl a 1930s traditional Eno-ii h manor 

hou e in Connecticut th fami ly wan t cl a 

va ation hou tl1at wa ' ju t about a 

different a you ca n o-et. " 

Windham a) tliat wh n th n w owner 

came 011 tl1e cene a lrno t two years aero 

he did a walk-tlu·ouo-h wit.h them and 

describ d tl1e I r viou O\\ ner vi ion. For 

the mo t part ~ · indham ay the n w 

owner carried forth th original plan 

but they al o added their own touches. 

' When the projeci- " a ha lt cl, we " ere a ll 

Hr•m11se of flt<• s i:;,e. decomling flu• living room (flppro.l"i111flf<'~1 · :!6 · .1· :!6 ") teas flu• most c!tallengin" for designer Df'bbie Kelle_1: S h<' 

created com;ersfllion areas arowul t!te limestone 111m1tel mul nmrble inset fireplace u;itlt m1 eclC'Cfic <1rr<~1· of chenille mu/ te.1·t111w l 

fabric 11plwlste1r <m umg other distinct accents. 

heartbroken, but now \\ ith the new 

owners in the hou e, it has come full 

circle,' add Windham. 

According to \\/inclham, some of the design 

elements that immediately impressed 

t11e new owners most were t11e two 

"Gone With tl1e Wind" tai.t·cases that greet 

visitors entering the home thrnugh the 

massive 10-foot wooden doors the two 

stories of gla in the entrywa), t11e pacious 

and ai.ty 18 x 24' dining room and t11e 

exten ive amom1t of tone\\ ork tlu·oughout. 

' Its amazing how much stone was used 

in thi house," ays Windham. "It b) far 

the most I ve ever seen u ed on a project." 

Indeed Jo]Ul Baltzeo-ar owner of toneworks 0 , 

In . ay ·many container ' of tone were 

imported from Italy to be u ed in the 

home. He points out that Italian-cut stone 

i be t becau e the Italians have perfected 

an ancient tradition of utting tone. 

"The) have the machinery the technology, 

and the kill ," he state . ;.Vter the stone 

entered his facility, however, it often had 

to be recut to meet t11e house's unique 

design specification . 

' \\ e sta rted on the project in 1995 and 

had eight to 15 people on site for at least 

a year," he ays. ' We brought a highly 
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killed m chanic on the job to manaae it . 

And it took at lea t ix people in our 

fabri ation hop in Augu ta (Georaia} to 

complete th_r of th u tom fireplace . 

T here i nothi11g lik those fireplaces 

anywhere. T hey are made of travertine 

and are ver) d ta il d with ar hi tectura l 

element colu nrn and moldings . And 

they are enormou . • verythina wa o 

uniquely u. tomiz cl that th.i job took a lot 

of d ign time with the O\\ ner the architect, 

th in terior designer, and our company. 

Not:hU1g wa tandard. Nothing." 

Baltzegar exp lain that all type of tone 

were used - coquina marble grru1.it , and 

li me tone - for th floors bad1room , 

and kitchen. 'There are cas t-s tone 

cohunns and balu ter , and travertin 

floor pattern that wer very intrica te and 

varied,' he ays. ''·It was a very inten ive 

job in term of labor, planning, and 

material . t the time thi was the larae t 

residential project ever w1dertaken b) our 

ompru1y. The magnitude of stone in that 

home i enormou . ' 

Al o im1 re iv ar the up-to-the-min ute 

featu1·e u ed in the home, such as the 

aeothermal heat pump ystem that i tied 

into both the indoor and outdoor pool, a 

w 11 a an Audio Acees m ulti- room 

multi-zone audio/ video y tern in ta ll cl 

tlu·oughout the hou . 

(A bove) P(ISS(lgew<~)'.s, like this one into lite dining room from lite central part of lite house, sftowC(ISe lite 11u111.r custom woodworking details evide11/ lltro11g!to11/. 
The French Louis XV custom -made dining table and chairs bx Designer Imports /u/cmalio11al arc dramatized b.Y the oversized, spccial(y designed m g 
b.Y Lacc.r Champion. Versace china with a mi:t: of 1Jllcdusa and Barocco paltcm .<;, sets this formal table (below). 

The kitchen seating arra11gcme11/ invites one to pull up au upholstered bar .'>loo! to the granite co1111tcrlops wul scl//c in for co11versatio11 while meals 
are prepared in this slale-of-thc-ar/ kitchen. 

Windham xpla i11:. that th aeod1 rma l 

vst·em uses O"round water fo r the heatin <Y 

a nd coo li11 a x ha nge by ta king th 

nece sa ry wa t r out a nd pu tting it ba k 

in to th a round. T hu . the s,· rem 

hirrhh- ffi i ' Il l a nd vc1T 1uiet. 

Con ul ra n t a n I 111 ra il ers for rh 

a ud io/ video v tc111 " ·er Au li o/\ idco 

Ar hi re ·t , wh ich ha: been doi11 0- bu in 

011 H il ro 11 I le-ad Island inc 1988. 

"T he <roa l ,,·a fo r th fa 111ilY robe a l I to 

Ii t n to different types o f mu i in 

different roo1n · a t the. a m time, or th 

Custom wood 

cabi11cls. and a 

rcproducl ion A"" 
cast-iron pro pa 11e 

Move (that altl«t;rs 
11mi11/aius a co11siste11/ 

tempera/ttre). give tltis 
kitclte11 its warm/It 
mu/ d1ar111. 



I 

From the eat-in kitchen area, fami(y members and guests can enjoy a view of the stun11ing indoor pool. By far the fa vorite spot in this home is lite 
elaborate(y designed i11door pool room wit It lite hand-painted two-stor.r mural of a Neptune scene. A home theater system in Lite pool room is one of 
four that are linked lo a multi-room, multi-zone audio/video system (at right). 

ame mu ic tlu·oughout the hou if a 

party wa in progre , " ay Wayne 

Auman, owner. 1 he ompa:ny also met the 

owners needs for "complete flexibility" 

a well a ' imp le operation. " 

He says, "Everything can be controlled 
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from a central clo t. And its extremely 

imple to operate . . . at the touch of a 

button u ing key pads." 

Th greatest feature of the speaker system, 

which i by Sound Advance, is that with 

proper in tallati.on, it is literally invi ible. 

"You in tall the speakers flush with the 

sheet rock before the wall are finished. 

Installed professionally, they are seamless 

and invisible. We had to provide the owners 

with a layout of where all the peaker are 

in case they want to hang more pictures on 

the wall." 



An opulent gold and purple color scheme, velvets, and trims offer a ro.ral setting for guests in one of t!te si:1: bedrooms ill lite home. 

dds Auman, 'It's an inobtiusive, but 

simple, y tern. Th e were uch wonderful 

clients to work with because they like being 

on the cutting edge of technology." 

Also tied into the whole house system are fom 

flat screen plasma televisions ranging in size 

from 42 inches to 61 inches. And the owners 

are planning to add a hi-tech home movie 

theater to the 3,000-square-foot attic space 

in the near future. 

From a decorating standpoint, the new 

owners found the home at ju t the right time 

- befor r al personality and life were given 
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to the interior. "We wanted a place that wa 

ju t right for our kids, friends, and family," 

according to the owners. The couple met with 

Interior Designer Debbie Kelley, IIDA, who 

had worked for two and a half years with the 

previous owners. An instant rapp01t was 

fo1med. "I had put so much into the project 

that I was o happy to be able to continue on 

and furnish it for the new owners,,., she says. 

According to Kelley, the new owners ini­

tially devoted much time traveling from 

Connecticut to Hilton Head Island to 

oversee the interior development. Kelley 

learned their interests and tastes and had 

to adjust her thinking omewhat in t rni 

of the vision the previous owners had for 

the house versus the new owners' idea . 

The new owner , for example, were mu h 

more intere ted in color. 

'For a while we Feel Ex'd colors and 

fabric swatche back and forth ,.,, says 

Kelley. ""And they came down and went 

over ideas with me. The husband even 

went on a buying n·ip with me to High 

Point, N.C. But then we developed 

a relationship, and a trust evolved. 

They finally said that they did not 

need to approve every element. 'If you 

find it and feel it belongs in the house, 

then buy it.' " 

Kelley was responsible for overseeing the 

phenomenal murals the house boasts. 

Most impressive is the two-story Neptune 

scene that is painted among the columns 

and arches of the indoor pool room. Kelley 

commissioned artist Joe Doolan of 

California, with whom she had worked on 

past projects, to paint part of the mural on 

canvas to be installed at the top part of the 

wall. The bottom part of the wall was 

painted on-site by Doolan. 

It was important to the owners and to 

Kelley to showcase the architectural 

details of the home - such as the 

elaborate moldings, columns that help 

define the spaces, and the two sweeping 

staircases in the foyer - while at the 

same time creating some warmth. "You 

think there is no way to make a home this 

large cozy," she says. "There is so much 

stone, tile, and granite. But I made 

certain that all the colors, fabrics, and 

furnishings were chosen with a goal of 

achieving warmth." 

One s11·ategy for developing an inviting 

ambiance was to select just the right area 

rugs. "I worked with the Lacey Champion 

factory to have them make rugs that 

followed the shape of the rooms . .,, One of 

her favorites is the dining room rug with 

its central circular design. The fo1mal 

French patterns in the rug "perfectly.,, 

highlight the Louis XV arm chairs with 

"Floral Lattice Chenille" fabric and round 

dining table made exclusively for the 

home by Designer Imports International. 

Finishing off this setting is china by 

Versace, featuring a mix of Medusa and 

Barocco patterns. 

Perhaps the most inviting room is the 

family room, with its deeper colors, 

Ralph Lauren leather chairs, three-way 

Darafeev gaming table, and conversation 

piece map-motif table from the John 

Richard Collection. "The entire home 

struted out with a sort of old world feeling. 

Then it became much more fonnal and 

French," says Kelley. "But overall, it is very 

eclectic and very _sophisticated." 

The most challenging room was the living 

room, which is approximately a 26' x 26' 

Fit for a k ing and a queen, lite master ballt is Greciall ill design. Focal poillls illclude lite gold 
buttoll-tufted pouf ottoman, domed ceiling, dramatic cltlllulelier, lllul Greek statuettes. 



The massive butternut, hand-carved fireplace mantel gives this fami(y room an old world feel. Leather chairs are by Ralph Lauren, and the map motif 

cocktail table with leather tooling is from the John Richard Collection. 

pa e. <Its a very larae pace and the fire­

y lace is not exa tly center cl," ay Kelley, «so 

the difficulty wa in creating intimate con­

versation areas with the fireplace a tJ1 focal 

point." One of the eating group gathers 

around a hand-carved oval wood co ktail 

table with a tone top (by Hicko1y White) and 

faces the fireplace, whi h is adorned with a 

cu tom-made iron egret fire screen. 

<This project has be n haUengi.ng imp!) 

beca.use of the cale of it,' expr ses KeUey. 

«But it' al o been an absolute cir am 

project. The owners could not have been 

nicer. And to see tl1 i.r fac wh n they ee 

what I've done. It makes it all worth tl1 

countles hours pent workina on tl1e hou e.' 
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A WORK IN 

PROGRESS 

HILTON H EA Dl SLAN O , S.C . 

ARCHITECT 
Wayne Windham, AJA 

125-G Wappoo Creek Dr. 
Charleston, S.C. 29412 

843-406-1725 
and, 

3690 Bo/ticket Road, 2A 
Johns Island, S.C. 29455 

843-406-1725 

AUDIO/VIDEO SYSTEMS 
Audio/Video Architects 

29 Otter Hole Road, Su.ite 9 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. 29926 

843-342-9445 

B ILDER 
Cambridge Bu.ildillg 

Corp./Lawrence Construction 
19 Bow Circle 
P.O. Box 7259 

Hilton Head Island, S. C. 29938 
843-341-2444 

INTERIOR DESIGNER 
Kelley Designs Inc. 

30 New Orleans Road 
Hilton Head Island, S. C. 29928 

843-785-6911 

STO E SUPPLIER 
Stoneworks 

28 Hu.nter Road 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. 29926 

843-689-6980 

BREAKFAST 

.. ,. ....... ......... "'= .. 
( · .. ,, 

SCREEN 

PORCH 

....... __ ____ 

DINING 

ROOM 

In the formal garden area, interlaced bricks give the walking paths a cobblestone look beneath 
the vine-covered pergola. 




