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C e 11 e ral Co ntra c tor 

rt i o-ettino- so good at imitating 

life what we think we see i not 

always what we get. Tlu·o" in 

cientific know-how and ou 

have collusion that can fool the 

experts. Testino- credulity thi 

dowager-lik house sit prominently 

appearino- to have weathered man) year 

on it Kiawah Island site in outh 

Carolina. Like an old 1ew England, 

shino-le- tyle house even its shingles how 

the re in streak that come from age. And 

that wa exactly what the owners \Varren 

and Dom1a Lasch, had in mind when they 

approached Steven Koenig to build a ne" 

house for them one " ith a en e of 

ti.melessnes and permanence. 
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f11 l e rior D e siun 

JOHN MCMA I s 
P!t o t o" raplt J 

On their unusual one-acre peninsular ite 

smrounded by Willet Pond, the Ocean Golf 

Course and Atlantic Ocean beyond, tl1e 

couple wanted a house that looked rooted 

in ti.me, and one that would tak 

of spectacular 360-degree viev 

windows apd porches were mu 

vacationed on the island tlu·ou~ 

K A " 

and lik cl '' har th '" aw of Ko ni <Y-1 uilt 

home o th '" ele ·ted him a their builder. 

A "ith oth r collaborations Ko ni <Y turn I 

to a\\ arcl-wirn1in o- ar hite t Wayn Windham 

A H I s L A N 0 

to om up " ·ith a de ign tha t would 1n t 

client xp ctation . Interior de io-n r and 

t ve': \Yi fe. haron Ko ni o·. ompl t cl th 

t riu1m irat team who~e ,.n rgi. ti · ucccs e 

s c 

hav mad th rn a re<Y ula r ombination on 

' era I de i<Y11-a11 I-build proj r . T h 

dire \York cl ·lo h· on ia l it 

consideration · and interior leta iling. 



Coffered ceilings in lite living room and dining room give definition to lite areas and provide for lighting installations wlticlt higltligltt 
architectural features. 

So ensitive is the waterfront site that partic­

ular care was required to meet envirornnent:al 

and design requirements on the i land. For 

inspiration the architect cleared out the 

.center of the property, set up a tent and 

drawing board then invited the revie" 

board out to see "hich of his ideas the) felt 

most appropriate. Windham pent five 

months on the desi on "orking out schedul 

to meet the needs outlined in the extensive 

questiornmiJ:e he had the Lasches complete. 

Earl chematics "orked out vie" lin o all 

rooms have the vie\\ s the anticipated. 

The configmations he planned allo" for 

mass manipulation to take advantage of 
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views which look back to the Kia" ah River 

and Bas Creek and toward the island. 

From hi third floor office, Warren can 

watch waves break on the ocean or enjoy 

the pond vie" from this '' idow's walk 

perspective. Of the many covered decks 

and creened porches one has become a 

special place from "hich to watch the sun 

setting or to observe the lio-ht sho" that 

develops over the mainland with 

approaching torm . 

hlitially the hospitable Lasches told the 

architect they " anted a great room to 

center the hou e since this " as to be a 

vacation home in wllich to o-ather friends 

in one large space. Then hard Midwe tern 

winters convinced them to re-think this as 

their primary residence. Warren's business 

allows flexibilit · of location so the move 

outh became permanent. In this case, 

the) decided the. preferred more intimate 

spaces than the great room offered. 

Definition was added with coffered ceilings 

and a "all divider with Chippendale 

fretwork on top the transom elements 

t) ing in with trnnsom windows elsewhere. 

Finishes and materials became a little 

more o:aditional. The) didn't want a 

beach hou e as such, yet they didn't want 

too fo1mal or stuffy a house since this is, 

after all still a vacation destination for 

Tlte idea of a great room was changed to give the owners smalle1; more intimate spaces. A dividing wall lopped with Chippendale fretwork 
repeats the transom idea which the architect designed for the 11uu~r windows and doors. 

many American . And orthern family 

and friend " ould vi it with that attitude. 

With 20 year ' practice on the ea islands 

of Hilton Head and Kia" ah Windham ha · 

a feelino- for coastal architecture recently 

"inning a design award from the 

outheast Builder Cotmcil for a British 

West lnclie - tyle project. Crediting the 

Robert tern-designed i land beach club 

\Vi.th influencing a rekinc!Jed interest in the 

hingle t. le Windham «love the riclme 

of the hino-le material , the porche roof 

overhang and bracket . " 1 Ju hou e ha 

360 brackets and a flared « kirc" "here 

siding meets n1cco to minimiz ome of 

the verticalitv of the ma s. Approximately 

9 200 square feet are under roof: 6 000 

qua.re feet in the three- toried main 

house, 1,800 in the two- toried guest 

hou e, and the balance in a tlu·ee-car 

garage, covered deck and porche . 

The main hou e ha entry living area 

dining room kitchen and pantry, sun 

room, and media room down tair . The 

ma ter bedroom suite occupie over half 

the econd floor space with room-sized 

clo et , ma ter batl1 and deck. Two 

additiona l bedroom hare the econd 

floor. \Varren . tudy an exer . i room 

and open deck ar on tl1e third floor. 

Ample room izes and ceilino- heights (11 

£ et down tair , 10 feet on the second floor 

and 9 feet on the third floor) create a ense 

of paciousne every inch of which can be 

filled with ound at the touch of a butt on. 

elf-proclaimed ·gadget freak" Warren's 

media room and tudy are ho" cases for 

the la test in electronic equipment. When the 

T. V. is nu·ned on in the media room shades 

automatically clo e and the room i darkened. 

The ound ystem at hill voltune is thunder­

ou enough to crack mo t pla ter, yet, 

b cau e of increa eel in ulation and rein­

forcement not a noi e can be heard outside 

the room. CD and f M/FM can be enjoyed 

individuallv or shared in everal rooms. 
" 
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Though the hou e i a tlu·owba k to the 

past Warren's business requirement called 

for advanced ecurity and electrical 

ystem , and the latest in teleconunun­

ication technology. Totall. automated, the 

hou e i equipped with 160 liO'ht circuit on 

tlu·ee level tl1a t are proO'ranuned and 

controlled by one central <brain' and 

operated with a imple touch of a ke pad 

according to conunand. Mood liO'hting 

both inside and out i pre-set to operate 

automatically. LiO'hting chedules are al o 

designed arotmd the ouple daily routin . 

From ' Wake p to <Nitelite· their 

regular de ti.nation are covered. ehicle 

detection device trigger hou e and 

pathway liO'hts in the eveninO'. A creen in 

Warren' office provide reaclinO' taken 

from the weath r tation mounted 

atop the office roof. The room i al o wired 

for computer networking and video 

conferencing. From hook up with his 

laptop computer Warren can conduct face­

to-face conver ation witl1 hi management 

team hundred of miles away. 
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Originally planned as a breakfast "nook", the pleasant .<;tm room grew lo larger proportions. It still accommodates informal dini11g as well as additional seati11g groups. 
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The center island in the spacious kitchen is a fa vorite gathering spot for friends and family. Floors are of 120-year-old heartpine wood 
recycled from the old Sears Building in Chicago. 

Donna's special kitchen is the conu·ol 

center the place where everyone gathers, 

and from which she captains the ship. Its 

shape five sides of an octagon, juts prow­

like out from the rectangle of the house s 

footprint, and is smTotmded by vie" s of 

the lagoon marsh, and ocean. Its shape 

repeats the octagon of the poolside gazebo. 

Outfitted with two dishwashers, warming 

oven, large wine cellar a conunercial-size 

barbecue on the porch outside and a large 

lazy Susan on the granite-topped center 

island, everything is geared to convenience 

and comfort. Guests gravitate to kitchen 

barstools or rocking chairs in the adjacent 

sun room, a room that grew from 

breakfast "nook" status to its own space 

with an informal eating area. The brick 

floor is inlaid with tubing to radiate heat 

when necessary. 
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Though the house is set back from the 

marsh and far enough from the ocean to 

avoid exu·eme exposure, footings were 

buried three feet deeper than many to 

avoid any sea scouring action. All 

framing was beefed up and floor trusses 

were designed to get bounce-free and 

column-free space over the wide expanse 

of the public areas. ·sing the accessible 

water tables to their advantage, Koenig 

Construction installed an efficient water 

source heat pump for heating and cooling 

b) drilling wells with a loop pipe system 

which extracts heating or cooling from the 

earth. Water table water is 56 degrees, 

whereas the exterior temperature can 

vary greatl . . Winner of "Custom Builder 

of the Year" award, Steve Koenig 

welcomes clients like the Lasches who 

"ere open to innovative approaches. 

When the concept of the house changed 

from "vacation" to ''·vear-round," the 

design/build team got more serious about 

finishes and details. They determined a trim 

packaae and how it impacted lighting and 

placement of furniture. Coffers in the ceiling 

proved particularly difficult since complete 

floor scaffolding had to be erected in the 

living room and dining rooms to 

accommodate the men " orking there. 

Working with a lighting consultant from 

Cameron & Barkley, designer Sharon Koenig 

detennined that many of the architectural 

featmes would be highlighted and the 

lighting ex-pert suggested many possibilities. 

Low voltage up lights add drama to the 

cohunns. Low voltage cove lighting was 

used in Wru.Ten's stud.1 to complement the 

mural and chandelier there. Low voltage 

recessed lighting was stt·ategically placed to 

Focal impact in the third floor office comes from the elongated octagon shape with clipped corners in the recessed ceiling and in the granite-topped 
conference table which echoes the shape. 

empha iz ru.·ro ork. A a pa t pre ident of 

the Cru.-olina Chapter of ID hru.·on 

an advancement in the i.ndu tr 

of which he' been a part for over 20 ears. 

"Designer need to be more kno" ledgeable 

about electJ:ical and mechanical y tenlS, a 

well a aesthetic con ideration ince 

advanced technology i o much a pru.·t of 

toda 1' homes " she concluded. 

Thouah pace-aae communication are 

an e ential part of this hou e the owner 

wanted a place in which toe cape where 

there are no phones .... the nearby gazebo 

nestled mid t a clu ter of oak u·ee . The 

adjoining pool adds et another water 

feature to the ite completina this 

tranquil oa i . '\ ith tl1eir penchant for 

· tate of the art ' t11e owner called upon 

Aqua Blue Pool to provide them with 

the late t in ltcrnry in the computer­

controlled pool and pa. The rai d pa 

create a waterfall effect a it pill down 

to the pool level. The pool ha a quartz 

interior finish and a built-in cleaning 

y tem with pop-up cleanina head which 

are out of iaht "hen not at work. Built 

about four feet abo arade the elevation 

keep yard debri from blowing in. 

Fiberoptic pool liahtina i automatically 

et to provide nighttime drama for thi 

invitina outdoor entertaining pot. The 

patio is textured concrete fini hed to 

re emble tonework, ith aw cut for 

expan ion joint . Mexican lime tone 

wa u ed at tl1e front entrv and for 
·' 

the "alkway to the back pool the 

rai ed deck off the kitchen, 

and the tair down to the pool and to 

grade 1 vel. 

An important part of the 'old' apperu.·ance 

of the new hou e were the concrete hinale 

which were cho en becau e the) re 

fireproof hold tain long r, and hold 

ound. Paintina conu·actor Jack 

tt·auchon applied a light fatL\: fini h on 

the painted exterior · hinales' to replicate 

age and tannin bleed. 'I u ed herwin 

William acrylic uper paint in flat for its 

weatherability fa tor and mildew 

resi tanc . The inte1ior di") wall and 

ceilina received 140 aallon of primer coat 

applied 1/8-inch thick like a pla ter kim 

coat to remove an. imperfections. All trim 

wa lacquer undercoated and pray 

fini hed like cabinet o no bru h u·oke 

are vi ible " h added. 

The intricate roof i covered with nap lock 

alumimun tanding earn panel to resi t 
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The lar"e master suite makes for a tranquil retreat with panoramic views, fireplace, spacious master bath, and oversized, built-in closets. A 
mural over the fireplace depicts a "rowul-level view of the marshes. luffed animals are on stattd-by for visiting gramlchildren. 

corro ion in the alt en ironment. Puzzl -

lik in it de ian one plat heiaht of the 

roof dictated th heiaht of another and 

ailed for job- ite fabri ation to cu tom 

Jeno-th due to it complexit. . In ta llation 

wa don by Darin LanOL\'. and hi er " 

from Di.\:.ie heet M tal who pecialize in 

omplicated roofina ~ tern . The panel 

have a durable, 20-~ ar fa tor. -applied 

fini h in a dark areen to match the color of 

the "indo\\ the own r 

Builder Koenia elected Iona la tina 

ip wood which ha a teak appearance for 

de kina. He u ed tainl teel crew and 

nail for installation to pr vent orro ion. 

The 360 corbel u ed und r the roof 

CAHOl.l'.'A ARCI llTl·:crrnE c · DE ·1c:-; 

ov rh n a r quir d pr i ion planning to 

fit the corner . \~ ith hi own cabinet hop, 

th builder produced the corbel a "ell a 

the cabinen·v in the librar . 
•' 

For th interior the La che wanted a 

ome" hat ca ual feelina in the decor 

u ina lo' lu ter natural fabrics. The 

brouaht om piece "ith them from 

their fidwe tern home which needed to 

be incorporated into the de ign. 

De ianer haron Koenia and Jennifer 

Rhod et an interior chem of warm 

color drawn from a fabri thev found 

which plea eel the owner . Livina room 

and dinina room window treatment 

accent pillo" and t\\ o dinina room 

chair port th cotton ateen fabric in 

hue of coral age green and sienna. 

Combin d with light neutrals, the palette 

is replayed in varying version in the 

kitchen and un room. 

The cu tom area rua in the living room is 

from tark and features coral floral 

de ian that coordinate with club chair 

fabric from Decorators Walk. The 

fire ide eatina aroup includes a loveseat 

from Charles te" art upholstered in 

Kravet fabric joined by triped 

uphol tered armchairs from Classic 

Gallery. Heart pine floor down tair are 

of 120-) ear-old "ood rec ·cled from the 

old ears Building in Chicago. 

A luscious shade of coral on walls in the 

dining room restates the living room 

scheme with punch. The custom area rug 

from Lace) -Champion echoes the floral 

theme in the living room rug, but in a 

larger, bolder manner. Dining room arm 

chairs are from Emerson et Cie with fabric 

from H. Lynn W'hite. Side chairs arn 

upholstered in fabric from Stroheim & 

Romann. China cabinet is from Fremarc 

Designs, mirror from Dauphin. 

Relaxed seating arrangements in the sun 

room bloom "ith yet another floral 

pattern, creating a cheery ambiance. 

Con ole table and end tables are from 

Swaim Designs. The woven chair frames 

are from Bernhardt's Flair Collection with 

fabric from Pindler and Pindler. A large, 

rotmd dining table from Lorts encourages 

informal dining with views of the outside. 

A flare of palm fronds tops the stylish 

chandelier from Hart Associates. 

ilhouette window shades were u ed for 

light control on the ocean side, room 

darkening shades in the bedrooms with 

simple top n:eatments over them to keep 

: ....... usion on the views to a minimum. The 

gner also determined that the shape of 

recessed ceiling in the stud · hould 

!Ct the hape of the conference table 

,.w it. Cu tom designed for its pot, it' 

~longated octagon with clipped corners 

: restate the architectural theme. The 

ference table is topped with a cu tom 

:e of granite from Hard Top . The 

:ssed ceiling " as given a wash like a 

3et to suggest a sky effect for this third 

r space. 

1 materials were chosen to reinforce the 

;e that this i a pennanent home. 

1and tlu·ough \vi.de use in toda' 's ltLxmy 

ies has resulted in a broader election of 

·bles and granites that come in an array 

olors and offer choices to complement 

Positioned in a large bay of the master bath, the raised tub offers lu:r:urious bathing with a 
view. Faucets are gold plated. Paradiso marble with crema marfll iu.<Jet.'J attd border strips add 
additional touches of lu:r:e. 

an~ fabric or backgrom1d. The living room 

fireplace mround and bar top are of verde 

(dark green) lavru marble. The kitchen 

i land i mfac d in ubatuba granite from 

Brazil. The third floor office table 

credenza and wet bar are covered in 

Brazilian black granite. Paradiso marble 

with crema marfil insets and border strips 

were used in the master batlu·oom. Vanity 

tops are also of crema marfil marble and 

the master fireplace is faced "'i.th paradiso 

marble. All marble and granite are from 

Hard Tops in Charleston. Plumbing 

fo .. wres are gold plated. 

A large, room-size walk-in closet adjoins 

the master suite complete with built-ins for 

everything. Reflecting the trend in today's 

ltLxmy homes clo ets smnptuous suites, 

and luxuriou baths are making big 

tatements. The canopy bed and 

night tands selected for thi tranquil retreat 

are from Bernhardt. Window treatment 

and beclskirt fabric is from Schumacher. 

Considerable additional storage i located 

in the attic which the owners find makes 

up for their lack of a ba ement like ·up 

North,' perhaps, the only thing the 

transplanted Midwesterner mis . 

Happily ensconced Donna and ~ arren 

La ch enthusia ticall hare the jo s of 

their ne" home with all who visit their 

warm welcome guaranteeing that this 

home will al" ay be foll. 
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Escape from contact with the outside world is offered b.r the phone-free gazebo nestled under the oak trees, a guaranteed oasis of peacefulness with 
pool privilege.-,. The soft sounds of water spilling from spa to pool are conducive to catnaps on one of the cush.r sofas inside or outside the gazebo. 
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RCHITECT RE 
Wayne Wind/tam Architect, P.A. 

3690 Bo/ticket Road, Suite 2A, Johns Island, SC 
29455 

( 43) 76 -4 02 
Hilton Head Island 

(843) 7 5_95-5 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Leven J. Koenig Construction, Inc. 

3690 Bo/ticket Road, Suite 4B, Johns I.stand, SC 
29455 

(843) -68-0842 

INTERIOR DESIGN 
Sharon Koenig Interiors Inc. 

3690 Bo/ticket Road, Suite 4C, Johns Island, SC 
29455 

(843) 76 -955 7 

LIGHTING 
Cameron & Barkley Lighting Center 

2821 Azalea Drive, Charleston, SC 29405 
(843) 745 -2400 
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MARBLE GRANITE 
See Page 88. 

PAINTING 
Strauclwn Painters, Inc. 

2765 Trucklands Road, Johns Island, SC 29455 
( 43) 559-0076 

POOL 
Aqua Blue Pools 

Hilton Head Island, SC 
(843) 689-2232 (800) 742 -5631 

Tay lors, SC 
(864)268 - 75 08 (800) 696- 7508 

Charleston, SC 
(843) 767- 7665 (800) 844 -2160 

ROOFING 
See Page 88. 


